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1. While the Commission represents the EU in the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) negotiations, it is the prerogative of the Member 
States to distribute domestically its share of the EU quota. In accordance with Article 17 of 
the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) Regulation1, when allocating fishing opportunities, 
Member States must use transparent and objective criteria, including those of an 
environmental, social and economic nature. Moreover, Regulation (EU) 2023/20532 provides 
for additional flexibility for quota allocation to small-scale vessels. The Commission therefore 
considers that Member States’ administrations are best placed to assess the benefits of 
domestic fishing opportunities’ allocation.

2. Sustainability is pursued under economic, social as well as environmental pillars. As such, 
protecting the livelihoods, tradition, culture, and community associated with small-scale 
fisheries is of vital importance. Member States have the responsibility to tailor the appropriate 
support for their small-scale fisheries, depending on their needs. This includes the allocation 
of quota, and the tailored support offered in the national European Maritime, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF)3 programme. EMFAF regulation allows Member States to offer 
support up to 100% of costs for small-scale fisheries.

3. Member States are best placed to identify how traditional fishing fits into their national 
sustainable blue economy model. EMFAF provides opportunities to support and develop 
traditional fisheries under the Sustainable Blue Economy objective of the fund, in particular 
through Community Lead Local Development (CLLD).
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