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In its reply to question Ε-001877/2025, the Commission explained that national authorities are 
primarily responsible for ensuring that all obligations under EU law are met (including cross-
border consultation, assessment of geological conditions, the impact of the proximity to the 
Anatolian fault line, etc.), as well as compliance with the Do No Significant Harm Technical 
Guidance1. 

However, Directive 2009/31/EC2 requires Member States to make available to the 
Commission the permit applications and any other material taken into consideration when 
deciding on the award of a CO2 storage permit. The Commission examines these, including 
any environmental impact assessment, against the requirements of the Directive and issues a 
non-binding opinion on the draft permit within four months of receipt of the documentation. 
The Greek competent authority is still preparing the documentation. Once the full 
documentation is submitted, the Commission will complete its review and issue its opinion. 
The competent authority shall notify the final decision to the Commission, and where it 
departs from the Commission opinion it shall state its reasons.

Beneficiaries of all Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)3 grants must implement the action in 
compliance with all applicable EU, international and national legal obligations. In the specific 
case, according to the information submitted, the project is subject to compliance with 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive4.

Furthermore, the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)5 for the activities covered by the 
CEF Grant Agreement6 is one of the deliverables, to be completed before the start of the 
related works. This will be monitored as part of the relevant reporting and monitoring 
obligations.
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