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Subject: Türkiye’s illegal marine parks in the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean

In the past few days, Türkiye has taken its provocations against Greek sovereign rights to new heights. Specifically, the country 
has announced two marine protected areas in undelimited areas outside Turkish territorial waters and even in international  
waters of the Aegean and the Eastern Mediterranean.

According to the maps published by Türkiye, one of the two marine ‘parks’ extends to the Aegean, between the islands of  
Samothrace and Lemnos, and the other to the Eastern Mediterranean, from the north-east of Rhodes to the open water of the  
Gulf of Antalya.

Given  that  this  constitutes  unacceptable  and  provocative  unilateral  action  on  the  part  of  Türkiye,  which  violates  the  
international law of the sea and fails to respect the rules of good neighbourly conduct, will the Commission say:

1. What is its view on and how does it intend to react to the above aggression by Türkiye, which challenges the sovereignty 
of an EU Member State and demonstrates that Türkiye is distancing itself further from European values?

2. Does it intend to include these actions in the next report on Türkiye’s accession progress?

Submitted: 4.8.2025

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Kallas on behalf of the European Commission
(30 September 2025)

The EU has a strategic interest in a stable and secure environment in the Eastern Mediterranean and has called on Türkiye to 
fully respect international law, to de-escalate tensions in the interest of regional stability in the Eastern Mediterranean, and to  
promote good-neighbourly relations in a sustainable way (1).

The EU takes note of the assessment outlined in the specific question and recalls that it has noted the overall improvements in 
relations between Greece and Türkiye in the expectation that they will be sustainable. To this respect, Greece and Türkiye have  
activated multiple work strands. 

The EU has also made clear that Türkiye must respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all Member States, as well as 
all their sovereign rights in accordance with EU and international law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of  
the Sea (2). 

Unequivocal commitment to good neighbourly relations, to international agreements and to the principle of peaceful settlement  
of disputes in accordance with the United Nations Charter, as well as abstaining from unilateral actions which run counter to  
EU interests, violate international law and the sovereign rights of Member States, remains an essential requirement to ensure a  
stable and secure environment in the Eastern Mediterranean and the development of a cooperative and mutually beneficial  
relationship between the EU and Türkiye (3).

In the same context, the EU remains determined to use, if need be, the instruments and options at its disposal to defend its  
interests and those of its Member States.

The annual enlargement package is currently under preparation. The Commission cannot prejudge its content ahead of its  
adoption and publication.

1 ∙⸱ https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/57442/2022-06-2324-euco-conclusions-en.pdf.
2 ∙⸱ https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16983-2024-INIT/en/pdf.
3 ∙⸱ https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/document/download/16679fa1-cb73-4481-bc02-e3620b8c6dd3_en?filename=Joint%20Communication%20to%20the

%20European%20Council%20-%20State%20of%20play%20of%20EU-Turkiye%20political%2C%20economic%20and%20trade%20relations.pdf. 
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