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Subject: Infrastructure and investment in the Dodecanese and the Eastern Aegean

Despite the crucial geostrategic role played by regions such as Kos, Samos and Kastellorizo, the reality for the inhabitants of
these islands remains disappointing: inadequate health infrastructure, limited coastal shipping connections, energy dependence
and a general sense of abandonment.

The above regions constitute external borders of the European Union and are subject to intense geopolitical pressure, and have
also been repeatedly included in European cohesion and development financial frameworks.

Accordingly:

1.  How does the Commission assess the fact that these island regions have not yet acquired basic infrastructure, despite the
flow of European funds through the NSRF, the Cohesion Fund and other programmes?

2. Has the Commission assessed the efficiency and effectiveness of the allocation of European funds in the Dodecanese and
Eastern Aegean regions?

3. Does the Commission intend to develop targeted financial instruments for islands in critical strategic locations, such as
Kastellorizo, in order to strengthen the retention of the population and the functional adequacy of the structures?

Submitted: 1.9.2025

Answer given by Executive Vice-President Fitto on behalf of the European Commission
(9 October 2025)

1. The Commission acknowledges that EU islands are highly diverse and face challenges requiring tailor-made responses
across several EU policies. Cohesion policy supports investments in both the South and North Aegean, with a substantially
increased budget (') compared to the previous programming period aiming to strengthen the regions and address significant
needs. In line with the shared management principle, the selection and implementation of co-financed projects falls under the
responsibility of the national authorities.

2. Under the Common Provisions Regulation (%), programmes must establish the performance framework with measurable
indicators against which progress is monitored. Achievements are made publicly available through the Cohesion Open Data
Platform (*), ensuring transparency and accessibility of results. Managing Authorities also carry out programme-specific
evaluations, while the Commission regularly monitors implementation and cooperates with national authorities to ensure that
resources are used soundly in line with EU regulations and programme priorities.

3.  Cohesion Policy remains committed to supporting regions, ensuring that people can exercise their right to stay in the
place they call home. The mid-term review of cohesion policy (*) offers Member States an opportunity to revise and better align
policies and financing mechanisms with local realities, while ensuring consistency with both regional needs and EU’s political
priorities. It also allows for an assessment of how programmes are supporting islands and coastal areas in addressing their
challenges.

(")  Specifically for 2021-2027, some EUR 677 million total public funding (versus EUR 424.1 million in 2014-2020) has been allocated under the two regional
programmes, aimed at fostering, amongst others, entrepreneurship and competitiveness, enhance education, health and social infrastructure, as well as promote
sustainable development. Cohesion Policy also supports the GR-eco islands initiative, promoting energy autonomy, green mobility, and sustainable tourism on
39 islands, including 27 from the South Aegean and 5 from the North Aegean.

() Consolidated text: Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 laying down common provisions on the
European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Fund and financial rules for those and for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for
Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy.

()  https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/.

(*)  Regulation (EU) 2025/1914 — https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/1914/0j.
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