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The conduct and the organisation of elections are the competence and responsibility of the 
Member States, in accordance with their national constitutional and legislative rules, while 
respecting their international obligations and EU law. Competent authorities and courts have 
the primary responsibility of ensuring compliance with these rules. 

As stated in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union, the EU is founded on the values of 
respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for 
human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. Once they joined the 
EU, Member States are bound to continuously respect the values of Article 2. The 
Commission follows the situation in all the Member States.


