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The design and implementation of urban vehicle access regulations (UVARs) like low 
emission zones (LEZs) is the responsibility of Member States and their respective authorities 
in line with the EU subsidiarity principle. As compliance schemes cater for the specific needs 
of the local population and reflect the administrative capacity of the competent authorities that 
differ in budget, staffing or technical expertise, it is unclear whether a single scheme would 
indeed enhance UVAR compliance.

The Commission introduced measures to foster LEZ information provision via Regulations 
2022/6701 that provides EU-wide real-time traffic information (including LEZ data) and 
2018/17242 that includes the publication of traffic rules, including UVARs, and of online 
procedures for obtaining LEZ stickers.

The Commission conducted a study3 to identify solutions for demonstrating compliance with 
access rules. The goal was to support the operation of more efficient, easy-to-use, and non-
discriminatory EU-wide UVARs. Study recommendations, which may serve in future policy 
initiatives, are currently under assessment (including an EU Digital Wallet based solution).
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