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Several EU legislative acts, policies and financing possibilities, address microplastics in the
Mediterranean Sea.

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive! requires Member States to monitor and reduce
quantities of marine litter, including microplastics, to avoid harm to coast and ocean. In 2020
experts agreed a maximum of 20 items for every 100 metres of coastline?; its revision
announced in the Water Resilience Strategy? and the Ocean Pact* will further enhance marine
environment protection. Other threshold values are being developed as required by the ‘good
environmental status’ Decision”.

The EU’s Plastics Strategy®, the Single-use Plastics Directive’ and the Port Reception
Facilities Directive® aim to reduce litter. Measures against marine plastic litter also tackle
microplastic pollution, largely generated by plastic waste. The Commission restricted the use
of microplastics in products®’. The forthcoming regulation on plastic pellets losses will
strengthen this framework!?; initiatives against microplastics from paints, tyres, textiles and
detergents are in place or about to be adopted. Measures targeted at the Mediterranean include
the EU-funded project Marine Litter Med Plus!! supporting the updated Regional Plan on
Marine Litter Management. The EU Mission ‘Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030,
contributes also to the prevention and elimination of microplastic pollution in the
Mediterranean'?.

While there was no agreement on the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee in Geneva
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this summer, discussions are likely to be resumed in 2026. The EU, together with the Member
States, will continue engaging with all partners to identify ways forward and remains
committed to an agreement for the full lifecycle of plastics.



