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Question for written answer E-003732/25

to the Commission
Kathleen Funchion (The Left)

(25 September 2025)

Subject: Strategy for Islands

As part of its communication entitled ‘A modernised Cohesion policy: The mid-term review’, the Commission stated that it  
‘will launch a consultation on the development of a Strategy for Islands’.

1. Can the Commission provide an update on the time frame for this initiative?

2. Can the Commission confirm the strategy will take account of the specificities and challenges facing small inhabited 
islands (with fewer than 5 000 people), such as those of Ireland’s coast?

Submitted: 25.9.2025

Answer given by Executive Vice-President Fitto on behalf of the European Commission
(11 November 2025)

The Commission will launch a consultation to prepare an EU-wide strategy covering islands and coastal communities by early 
2026.

The strategy, foreseen in the 2026 Commission Work Programme, will set out a framework to better address the needs of EU 
islands, taking into account their specific characteristics. The exact scope will be clarified following the consultation.


