
EN
E-003827/2025
Answer given by Mr Brunner 
on behalf of the European Commission
(8.1.2026) 

The status of permanent or long-term resident can be regulated by national or EU law. In the 
latter case, Council Directive 2003/109/EC on the status of third-country nationals who are 
long-term residents (the ‘Long-Term Residents Directive’)1 applies. The Directive regulates 
the conditions for granting and withdrawing the status of long-term resident and the rights 
pertaining thereto. The provisions of the Directive only apply to third-country nationals who 
hold a long-term residence permit under the terms of the Directive, and not to all third-
country nationals holding a permanent residence permit issued under national law.

The Commission does not comment on draft proposals or political programme. However, the 
Commission will monitor the situation and follow up with the concerned Member State, if 
relevant.

1 OJ L 16, 23.01.2004, p. 44-53.


