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The Italian authorities have the obligation to apply the rules of Directive 2005/36/EC to the 
recognition of professional qualifications obtained in other EU and European Economic Area 
Member States. In accordance with the information provided by the Honourable Member it 
appears that the Italian authorities comply with this obligation. The competence to establish 
the rules governing holders of Italian masseur-physiotherapist qualifications working in Italy 
lies with the Italian authorities. As a result, in case that Italian masseur-physiotherapists 
trained in Italy are discriminated compared to masseur-physiotherapists qualified in other 
Member States this issue would not be covered by EU rules which do not prohibit reverse 
discrimination. 

The Commission has no competence to intervene in this area.


