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The term ‘sport’ is not defined in the VAT (value-added tax) Directive1. The Court of Justice 
clarified that an activity such as duplicate bridge, which is characterised by a physical element 
that appears to be negligible, is not covered by the concept of ‘sport’ within the meaning of 
that provision2. Further, the Commission notes that chess shares similarities with bridge in 
relation to the involved physical activity.

As guardian of the Treaties, the Commission regularly monitors the correct implementation of 
EU law. However, the Member States have the primary responsibility for transposing, 
applying and implementing EU law correctly. The collection of VAT3 is a task entrusted to 
Member States.

The Commission lacks data to assess the impact of subjecting to VAT the practice of mind 
sports in Denmark.

1Directive 2006/112/EC of 28 November 2006 on the common system of value added tax, OJ L 347, 11.12.2006, 
pp. 1–118.
2 Case C-90/16.
3 Case C-132/06.


