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Question for written answer E-004908/25

to the Commission
Christophe Gomart (PPE), Isabelle Le Callennec (PPE), Laurent Castillo (PPE), François-Xavier Bellamy (PPE), 

Nadine Morano (PPE), Céline Imart (PPE)
(10 December 2025)

Subject: Continued use of the term ‘controversial weapons’ in a Commission publication despite Delegated Act C(2025)03801

By Delegated  Act  C(2025)03801  of  28 August 2025,  the  Commission  decided  to  amend  the  definition  of  ‘controversial 
weapons’ in Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/1818 and replace it with the definition of ‘prohibited weapons’ (which is clearer  
as it is defined in international treaties), so as to ensure legal certainty and consistency across the sustainable finance rulebook 
and harmonised practices by benchmark administrators.

However, the Q&A document published by the Commission on 20 November 2025 on the revision of the Sustainable Finance 
Disclosure Regulation continues to use the term ‘controversial weapons’ (page 2, exclusion criteria for ‘transition categories’),  
while the ‘sustainable category’ does refer to ‘prohibited weapons’.

This difference in terminology within the same document creates an apparent inconsistency and risks creating confusion among 
stakeholders in the sector.

1. Can  the  Commission  clarify  whether  the  retention  of  the  term  ‘controversial  weapons’  in  this  document  of 
20 November 2025 is the result of a drafting oversight or a deliberate decision?

2. If this decision is deliberate, what are the reasons and how does the Commission intend to ensure the uniform application  
of the term ‘prohibited weapons’, as provided for in Delegated Act C(2025)03801?

Submitted: 10.12.2025

Answer given by Ms Albuquerque on behalf of the European Commission
(2 February 2026)

The  Commission’s  revision  of  the  Sustainable  Finance  Disclosure  Regulation  (SFDR) (1) fully  incorporates  the  term 
‘prohibited weapons’ as introduced under the Delegated Act C (2025)03801 of 28 August 2025 (2). 

The  Q&A document  published as  a  component  of  the  press  material  is  of  an  explanatory nature  and  has been adjusted  
accordingly  to  refer  to  ‘prohibited  weapons’ (3) once  the  Delegated  Act  C  (2025)03801  cleared  the  scrutiny of  the  co-
legislators. 

The Q&A document does not carry any legal value and does not impact the legal text of the SFDR review.

1 ∙⸱ COM/2025/841 final.
2 ∙⸱ https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/delegatedActs/2914?lang=en.
3 ∙⸱ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/document/print/en/qanda_25_2737/QANDA_25_2737_EN.pdf.
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