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The Commission is aware of the difficulties that family members residing in Gaza face when 
trying to leave the territory following a positive decision on family reunification, notably 
following a national decision taken pursuant to Directive 2003/86/EC (‘the family 
reunification directive’)1.

These family members need to transit through the territory of other third countries to reach the 
Member State of destination. These countries of transit issue specific authorisations for the 
family members to legally cross their borders. Some Member States have mechanisms in 
place to actively collaborate with the third countries concerned to facilitate the issuance of 
these authorisations and ensure safe transit. However, the difficult circumstances in the region 
have an impact on the implementation of these mechanisms.

1 Council Directive 2003/86/EC of 22 September 2003 on the right to family reunification (OJ L 251, 3.10.2003, 
p. 12).


