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Question for written answer E-000065/26

to the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Sandro Ruotolo (S&D), Giuseppe Lupo (S&D), Cecilia Strada (S&D), Marco Tarquinio (S&D), Elisabetta Gualmini 

(S&D), Marta Temido (S&D), Leoluca Orlando (Verts/ALE), Dario Tamburrano (The Left), Vladimir Prebilič 
(Verts/ALE), Benedetta Scuderi (Verts/ALE), Hanna Gedin (The Left), Jaume Asens Llodrà (Verts/ALE), Nikos Pappas 

(The Left), Murielle Laurent (S&D), Leire Pajín (S&D)
(12 January 2026)

Subject: Venezuela and violation of the UN Charter

The night-time raid by US forces aimed at capturing Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro and his wife, together with military 
strikes against Caracas, represent a serious development and revive the risk of escalation in Latin America.

Of particular concern is the revival of a logic reminiscent of the Monroe Doctrine by the US administration, treating the region 
as an area of limited sovereignty. The fight against drug trafficking appears to have served as a pretext to bypass congressional  
oversight of military action abroad. Energy interests are central, given Venezuela’s vast oil reserves and the support provided  
by Russia and China.

While the authoritarian nature  of the Maduro regime is clear,  the  defence of democracy can never  justify military raids.  
Democracy cannot be imposed by force.

These  actions  violate  international  law and  the  UN Charter,  notably respect  for  sovereignty,  territorial  integrity  and  the 
prohibition of the use of force.  The absence of a clear EU condemnation of these actions undermines its credibility as a 
multilateral actor.

The Vice-President/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy is asked:

1. whether she intends to condemn the US military action in Venezuela?

2. whether she will defend the UN Charter and multilateralism?

3. whether the EU will support convening the UN Security Council on Venezuela?

Supporter (1)

Submitted: 12.1.2026

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Kallas on behalf of the European Commission
(23 February 2026)

The High  Representative/Vice-President  issued a statement  on 4 January 2026 on the aftermath  of  the US intervention in 
Venezuela (1), supported by 26 Member States. 

The statement stresses that international law and the principles of territorial integrity and state sovereignty enshrined in the  
United Nations Charter must be upheld under all circumstances. It also recalls that members of the United Nations Security 
Council have a particular responsibility in that regard.

In the address to the European Parliament Plenary on 20 January 2026 (2), the High Representative/Vice-President underlined 
that  the  lack  of  democratic  legitimacy  does  not  suspend  international  law.  All  actors  must  respect  human  rights  and 
international humanitarian law.

Respecting the will of the Venezuelan people remains the only durable solution for Venezuela. The EU continues to advocate 
for  a  Venezuelan-led,  peaceful  transition  to  democracy  in  Venezuela.  The  EU  is  ready  to  support  and  accompany  all  
Venezuelans in this process.

1 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Brando Benifei (S&D).
1 ∙⸱ https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/venezuela-statement-high-representative-aftermath-us-intervention-venezuela_en .
2 ∙⸱ https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/ep-plenary-opening-statement-eu-hrvp-territorial-integrity-and-sovereignty-greenland_en .
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