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The obligation to ensure a high level of human health protection when drawing up and
implementing all EU policies and activities is enshrined in Articles 9 and 168 of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the EU. Article 168(7) of the Treaty provides that EU action shall respect
the responsibilities of the Member States for the definition of their health policy and for the
organisation and delivery of health services and medical care. In line with the Treaties, the
Commission’s reply to the European Citizens’ Initiative ‘My Voice, My Choice’!, does not
create obligations for any Member State or healthcare practitioner to provide abortion
services, in full respect of the Member States competence in this area.

It 1s for the Member States, not for the EU, to regulate the right of healthcare providers to
object to provide certain healthcare services on grounds of ethical convictions.

! https:/citizens-initiative.europa.eu/my-voice-my-choice-safe-and-accessible-abortion_en.
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