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Members of the College are subject to strict obligations arising directly under the Treaties as 
well as to the ethical obligations emanating from the Code of Conduct for the Members of the 
Commission1.

The Commission is aware of the allegations against Peter Mandelson, who was Member of 
the Commission between November 2004 and October 2008. It takes these allegations very 
seriously and has referred the matter for appropriate follow-up to the European Anti-Fraud 
Office (OLAF), within the latter’s independent investigative function. 

OLAF has confirmed it has opened a case but is not in a position to share details on individual 
cases or probes beyond the information and data already made public. This is in order to 
protect the confidentiality of investigations and of possible ensuing judicial proceedings, as 
well as to ensure respect for personal data and procedural rights. OLAF fully respects the 
presumption of innocence and the rights of defence of the persons/entities concerned.

1 Commission Decision of 31 January 2018 on a Code of Conduct for the Members of the European 
Commission, C(2018) 700 final.


