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The Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) Seal is meant to create incentives for
private investors or for Member States to support the project financially. It is meant to flag the
project proposal as being of interest for the European single market and of excellent quality.

The STEP Seal has no connection with planning permissions or related judicial reviews unless
this is specifically stated in the call for proposals.

Consequently, the Commission does not track whether a project proposal is awarded the Seal
prior or only after a planning permission has been granted. Should a planning permission be
listed as a requirement in a STEP-relevant EU call for proposals, and the applicant project has
not achieved it at the time of application, the applicant will simply not be awarded a STEP
Seal.



