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1. Where national law grants consumers (private persons or companies) standing, they can 
bring an action before the competent national courts in relation to unlawful aid, including 
asking to order its recovery. 

Under EU law, if aid is later approved, it does not have to be paid back. However, interest 
must still be paid for the time the aid was unlawful, to remove any unfair advantage obligation 
(Article 108(3) Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union). This interest is paid to the 
State budget, not to consumers. Consumers may still seek compensation separately under 
national law.

2. Under EU law, national authorities and courts must remove any unfair advantage gained 
from unlawful aid. In practice, this means beneficiaries must pay interest for the period during 
which they wrongly had access to the aid. The exact amount of interest is calculated under 
national law by the Member State concerned and the Member State must quantify the exact 
amount of interest to be recovered. 


