
EN 
E-001104/2026 
Answer given by Mr Várhelyi 
on behalf of the European Commission 
(11.5.2026)

The EU legal framework, in particular Regulation (EU) 2016/4291 and Commission 
Delegated Regulations (EU) 2020/6872 and 2020/6893, provides for harmonised measures 
across the Union, based on the principle of rapid eradication through the stamping-out of 
confirmed outbreaks, combined with movement restrictions and, where appropriate, the use of 
vaccination4.

These measures are designed to be proportionate to the risks posed by the disease and are 
applied taking into account the epidemiological situation. A recent risk assessment was 
carried out to ensure the efficacy of those measures for Member States5. 

While the legal framework is harmonised, its implementation allows for a degree of flexibility 
in the choice and combination of measures, including the use of emergency vaccination, under 
the responsibility of the competent authorities of the Member States.

The Commission is in close contact with the Cypriot authorities and supports them in the 
application of the appropriate control measures, including through technical assistance6 and 
access to the EU foot and mouth disease vaccine bank7. The Commission continues to 
monitor the situation closely in view of the evolving epidemiological situation.
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