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The EU legal framework, in particular Regulation (EU) 2016/4291 and Commission 
Delegated Regulations (EU) 2020/6872 and 2020/6893, establishes harmonised measures 
across the EU to eradicate Category A diseases, such as foot and mouth disease (FMD). These 
include immediately setting up protection and surveillance zones, culling infected herds, 
restricting animal and product movements from affected zones, and, where appropriate, 
vaccination4. Following confirmation of the FMD by Greece and Cyprus, interim restrictions 
were immediately imposed5 under Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687. Afterwards, the 
measures were reviewed and replaced by new measures6 better tailored to the evolving 
situation.  

The EU co-finances emergency veterinary measures via the Single Market Programme7, 
covering costs for culling, compensating farmers, cleaning and disinfecting the affected 
premises, and vaccination8. The Commission stands ready to deploy vaccines from the EU 
FMD antigen bank upon Greece’s request. 

Additionally, under the Common Agricultural Policy Strategic Plans Regulation9, Member 
States may support investments in biosecurity measures as well as restoring agricultural 
potential and introduce crisis payments for farmers affected by catastrophic events. The 
Commission may also adopt exceptional support measures for market losses linked to 
restrictions imposed to curb disease spread.
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