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The Commission recognises marine pollution, including litter, as major environmental
concerns, particularly in the Mediterranean Sea. To address these challenges, it is
implementing a comprehensive framework of EU legislation and initiatives focused on
prevention, reduction and monitoring. These include the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive (MSFD)!, the Directives on Single-Use Plastics and Fishing Gears?, on Port
Reception Facilities® and the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive?, the Regulations on
intentional use of microplastics in products® and on the prevention of plastic pellets’ releases®;
as well as the Zero Pollution Action Plan’.

Through the common implementation strategy of the MSFD, the Commission supports
Member States in improving implementation and progressing towards achieving good
environmental status. This includes the development of harmonised threshold values for
beach and seafloor litter, ongoing work on floating marine litter and microplastics, and
technical guidance on monitoring. In parallel, the Commission is reviewing the Directive to
strengthen its effectiveness while simplifying the legislative framework.

At regional level, the EU cooperates with Mediterranean partners under the Barcelona
Convention to reduce and prevent marine litter and enhance monitoring and assessment
initiatives. This includes the funding of the Marine Litter Med Plus project®, which supports
the implementation of the Mediterranean Plan on marine litter management. More broadly,
the EU also plays a leading international role in negotiations for a Global Treaty against
plastic pollution and pushes developments to prevent plastic pellet losses from shipping in
relevant fora.
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