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The Commission is in close contact with the Cypriot authorities and supports them in the 
control of foot and mouth disease (FMD) on the island.

The EU legal framework, in particular Regulation (EU) 2016/4291 and Commission 
Delegated Regulations (EU) 2020/6872 and 2020/6893, provides for harmonised measures 
across the Union, based on the principles of early detection via surveillance, regionalisation 
with movement restrictions of animals and products of animal origin and rapid eradication 
through stamping-out of confirmed outbreaks coupled with emergency vaccination.

Under Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2026/5824, specific regionalisation 
measures (protection zones, surveillance zones, a further restricted zone, and a vaccination 
zone) were set up by the Commission to address the specific risks related to FMD in Cyprus. 
The implementation of these measures is the responsibility of the competent authority of the 
Member State concerned.

The Commission regularly reviews the situation and the measures for FMD in its Standing 
Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed5 and carries out audits aimed at monitoring the 
implementation and enforcement of EU legislation.
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