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The Commission remains committed to protecting the values and fundamental rights 
enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union and the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union1 which guarantees freedom of thought, conscience, and religion 
(Article 10), and prohibits discrimination on the grounds of religion (Article 21). The 
Commission also promotes these principles with sport stakeholders, who remain autonomous 
in how they govern sport.

In particular, Article 1(3) of the Arrangement for Cooperation between the European 
Commission and the Union of European Football Associations2 (UEFA), states that the two 
sides are committed to strengthening their partnership to support and promote European 
values with a focus on Europe’s greatest challenges and the EU’s strategic objectives, 
particularly in sport and other specific areas of mutual interest and relevance.

1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT.
2 C(2026)445.
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