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The construction of a coastal Liquefied Natural Gas depot in the port of Brindisi by Edison
SpA may fall within the scope of Annex I, point 3(c) (Surface storage of natural gas) of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive!. Under Article 4(2) of the Directive, for
projects listed in Annex II, Member States shall determine whether the project shall be made
subject to an assessment in accordance with Articles 5 to 10 [...] .

The Seveso III Directive? applies to establishments where dangerous substances may be
present in quantities exceeding certain thresholds, thereby qualifying for upper or lower-tier
requirements. Member States are required to ensure that operators of such establishments take
all necessary measures to prevent major accidents and limit their consequences for human
health and the environment. In addition, under Article 9 of the Directive, Member States must
identify all Seveso establishments or groups of establishments where the risk or consequences
of a major accident may be increased due to potential domino effects.

Based on the information available, the Commission cannot confirm whether the authorisation
issued by the Italian authorities is compatible with the EIA and Seveso III Directives nor
whether a prior EIA was required for the project at stake.

National authorities are primarily responsible to ensure compliance with the above EU
legislation, particularly the competent national administrative and/or judicial authorities.
Without prejudice to its role as guardian of the Treaty, the Commission’s enforcement action
regarding bad implementation of EU law focuses mainly on systemic failures® rather than on
individual projects.
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