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Following the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, the Protocol relating to the UK Sovereign Base 
Areas (SBAs) in Cyprus included in the Withdrawal Agreement ensures that EU law, in the 
areas stipulated in Protocol No 3 on the SBAs1, continues to apply in the SBAs. However, the 
Protocol on the SBAs does not cover matters related to the EU security architecture and 
strategic autonomy, nor its security or external relations. 

The European Council of 19 March 2026 acknowledged the intention of Cyprus to initiate a 
discussion with the UK on the UK bases in Cyprus and expressed readiness to provide 
assistance as needed. The EU has a strategic interest in a stable and secure Eastern 
Mediterranean.

1 Protocol 3 on the Sovereign Base Areas of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in 
Cyprus annexed to the Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Republic of Cyprus.


