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Biodiversity protection in the EU is firmly grounded in the implementation and enforcement
of the EU Birds! and Habitats Directives? and the Natura 2000 network, among other legal
instruments. According to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, any plan or project likely to
have a significant negative effect on a Natura 2000 site, either individually or in combination
with other plans or projects, must be subject to an appropriate assessment of its implications
for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives and can only be approved if it will not
adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned. Exceptions to this obligation may be
accepted under the conditions established in Article 6(4).

Building on this framework, the Nature Restoration Regulation® delivers on the commitment
taken under the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030* and the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework® by setting legally binding restoration targets across ecosystems.
Together with Member States, the Commission will continue to support effective
implementation, financing, monitoring and enforcement measures to halt biodiversity loss,
restore degraded ecosystems and strengthen the resilience of Europe’s natural capital for
future generations.

The Commission is currently carrying out a stress test of the Birds and Habitats Directives® as
part of its wider initiative on simplification. The stress test aims to evaluate whether the
Directives remain fit to achieve their objectives in a cost-efficient way, while maintaining
their ambition and high standards of nature conservation. The results — planned for end 2026 —
will form the basis for the Commission to decide on the appropriate follow up.
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