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The Council recalls that respect for fundamental rights, including freedom of expression and 

freedom of the press, is an integral part of the EU's approach to restrictive measures. Listings are 

based on the criteria established in the applicable legal acts and relate to the activities of the 

individuals concerned.

The decision to include individuals and entities in the EU's list of restrictive measures is taken by 

the Council unanimously on the basis of the criteria established in the legal acts in question. The 

Council does not comment on the specific information underlying individual listing decisions, as 

disclosing such information could undermine the effectiveness of the measures and prejudice 

ongoing processes.

Listed individuals retain the right to challenge their listing before the Court of Justice of the 

European Union. The Council reviews restrictive measures on a regular basis to ensure that listings 

remain justified and proportionate, and refers to the publicly available statements of reasons, which 

set out the basis for individual listings to the extent possible.


