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The EU has not conducted a specific assessment of artificial islands or fixed sea stations for
Mediterranean coral protection. However, existing EU legislation, notably the Habitats
Directive!, the Marine Strategy Framework Directive?, the Environmental Impact Assessment
Directive® and the Maritime Spatial Planning Directive?, provides a framework within which
Member States may consider, depending on the specific activities involved, such artificial
structures in the marine environment, subject to assessment of their environmental impact
before authorisation. Although artificial structures may bring certain ecological benefits, their
impact on the marine environment should be carefully assessed.

EU funding programmes such as the EU programme for the environment and climate action
(LIFE)°, Horizon Europe® and the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund’
include possibilities for support. Concepts as those described in the question can be covered
under climate adaptation, nature-based solutions or ecosystems restoration, without explicitly
referring to the specificities of the case. For example, the LIFE NatuReef project®, is
deploying oyster reefs.

Information about current and past projects, including their results, can be found in the
CORDIS database?® or in the LIFE project database!©.

It is for Member States to ensure that the authorisation of such infrastructure is done in
accordance with applicable EU legislation.
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