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1. The Commission does not comment on domestic debates in third countries. The choice to 
apply to become a member of the EU is entirely a prerogative of the United Kingdom. 

2. Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union defines the procedure for a third country to 
become a member of the EU. As a first step, this country must address its application to the 
Council. 

Under the same Article of the Treaty on European Union, the application is notified to national 
parliaments and the European Parliament. The Council decides on the application by 
unanimity, after receiving consent from the European Parliament by the majority of its 
members, on the basis of an opinion of the Commission on the readiness of the applicant 
country to become a member.

All Member States need to sign and ratify the accession treaty which enables the country to 
become a member of the EU. This treaty may include conditions of admission and adjustments 
to the Treaties on which the EU is founded.


