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The European Parliament and the Council set out the obligation to record the use of plant 
protection products (PPP) by professional users and the scope of that information in Article 
67(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1107/20091. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2023/5642 harmonises the content and format of those records. As set out in Article 1 of this 
Regulation and in the Annex thereto, the crop names, situations and land uses should be 
recorded using the common names and not the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection 
Organization (EPPO) codes and the Member States should provide those common names in 
national languages corresponding to EPPO codes. This simplifies the task of the users 
compared with the direct use of EPPO codes or botanical nomenclature. In the particular case 
of ornamental plants, this corresponds to a small number3 of common names instead of many 
scientific names.

The EU legislation on plant health4 and on plant reproductive material5 do not prescribe the 
use of codes from the EPPO for the description of a plant.
Under both legal frameworks, plants are identified using the scientific nomenclature based on 
genus and species names. Operators, including small and medium-sized horticultural 
businesses, may continue to rely on this scientific nomenclature for this purpose, without any 
need to refer to EPPO codes. This approach applies similarly to the ornamental plant and 
shrub sector. Thus, no additional burden for the businesses concerned will occur.
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