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Subject: Request that the Commission publish evidence pertaining to the non-activation of the Blocking Statute
Since 6 February 2025, US sanctions have been imposed on judges and prosecutors of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

These sanctions, imposed in direct response to the work of the ICC and in particular the arrest warrants issued against Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former defence minister Yoav Gallant for war crimes and crimes against humanity,
constitute an unacceptable attack on the independence of international justice and the dignity of the judges targeted.

At a meeting of Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) and Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI) on 6 May 2026,
the European External Action Service reconfirmed that it was the Commission’s prerogative to activate the Blocking Statute (')
to counter the effect of the US sanctions — in the absence of opposition from the Council or Parliament — following an ‘in-
depth assessment’. However, Parliament has already requested this activation on several occasions (see resolutions
2025/2528 (*) and 2025/2852 (%)).

When does the Commission plan to publish the content of its assessment, which is supposed to determine the relevance of
activating the Blocking Statute?
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Answer given by Ms Albuquerque on behalf of the European Commission
(5 October 2026)

The Commission firmly supports the International Criminal Court (ICC) and its essential role in upholding international
criminal justice and combating impunity.

Since 2000, the EU has supported the ICC through direct funding for outreach activities, global civil society campaigns and
projects to promote the ratification of the Rome Statute, as well as through training and capacity building. The EU is committed
to preserving the ICC’s independence and integrity.

The Commission is facilitating all appropriate measures that could help ensure the continuity of the ICC’s operations and its
ability to fulfil its mandate.

For each measure, the Commission, in close contact with the ICC, EU Member States and relevant stakeholders, is carefully
assessing its necessity, proportionality, effectiveness and relevant legal and practical implications.

Activation of the Blocking Statute is amongst the measures available. At this stage, however, the Commission considers that
diplomatic efforts and dialogue remain the most effective course of action to ensure the continuity of the ICC’s operations.

The Commission is under no obligation to publish an assessment of the relevance of amending the annex to the Blocking
Statute. However, the Commission will continue to monitor developments closely and stands ready, as appropriate, to engage
with all stakeholders.

(") Council Regulation (EC) No 2271/96 of 22 November 1996 protecting against the effects of the extra-territorial application of legislation adopted by a third
country, and actions based thereon or resulting therefrom (ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/1996/2271/0j).

() Resolution of 12 March 2025 on continuing the unwavering EU support for Ukraine, after three years of Russia’s war of aggression (ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/3150/0j).

() Resolution of 11 September 2025 on Gaza at breaking point: EU action to combat famine, the urgent need to release hostages and move towards a two-state
solution (Texts adopted, P10_TA(2025)0199).

(*)  This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Brando Benifei (S&D).



