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Any changes or extensions to a project listed in Annex I or II of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (ETA) Directive! involving works or physical interventions after construction fall
within the scope of that Directive and must be subject to an environmental assessment? or a
determination®. The application of the Directive is without prejudice to any requirements
under relevant Union environmental legislation.

As clarified by the Court of Justice of the EU, the term 'project' under the Directive refers to
works and physical interventions*. Changes or extensions to a project after its construction
that do not involve any works or interventions altering the physical aspect of a site cannot be
classified as a ‘project’ within the meaning of that Directive?.

The Commission has issued a notice® regarding the application of the Directive to changes
and extension of projects. The Commission focuses and prioritises its enforcement efforts on
the most important and structural breaches of EU law affecting the interests of its citizens and
businesses’.
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