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Subject: Compatibility of Latvia’s 2026 wolf hunting season with the Habitats Directive and the scientific evidence on wolf
management

Latvia will allow the hunting of 400 wolves (28% of the population) from 15 July 2026 (*). This coincides with the season
during which wolf packs are still raising pups. Meanwhile, Latvian research questions the effectiveness of hunting and
concludes that preventive measures remain underused.

1. Can the Commission assess whether Latvia’s wolf management regime, specifically its favourable reference values, the
2026 hunting quota and the timing of the hunting season, is accurate and complies with the Habitats Directive, considering the
difference between Latvia’s wolf population estimate of 1 400 and the Commission’s estimate of 650 (*)?

2. The Commission’s review on wolf management (*) concluded that there is little evidence that the non-targeted culling of
wolves effectively reduces livestock depredation and highlighted preventive measures as more effective. A recent Latvian
scientific publication (*) found that culling did not have the effect of reducing depredation, but rather could be expected to lead
to a higher level of depredation. Considering this, how does the Commission assess Latvia’s continued reliance on hunting as a
primary management tool?

3. What evidence has Latvia provided to demonstrate that its hunting regime contributes to maintaining a favourable
conservation status for wolves and does not adversely affect the species’ social structure and long-term viability, as required
under the Habitats Directive?

Submitted: 15.7.2026

Answer given by Ms Roswall on behalf of the European Commission
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Article 14 of the Habitats Directive (') gives Member States flexibility in the measures they take for species listed in Annex V,
provided that their exploitation is compatible with their maintenance at favourable conservation status.

Wolves in Latvia have been listed in Annex V since Latvia’s accession to the EU in 2004. Since then, the population has
steadily increased. The Latvian wolf population was most recently reported as between 500 and 800, with an overall
assessment of ‘favourable’ conservation status (°).

While there are diverging estimates of the Latvian wolf population due to differing methodologies, there is consensus that the
population is increasing and remains favourable ().

Provided that the population of wolves is in favourable status and stable, and management practices are not jeopardising that
status, Member States are in compliance with Article 14.

The study ‘Large carnivore distribution maps and population updates 2017-2022/23’ reflects the views of the authors only and
not those of the Commission.

Though the conservation status of Latvian wolves is favourable, any hunting must be carefully monitored. If their status
deteriorates, or hunting is shown to jeopardise this status, measures must be taken to address this. This can include further
restrictions on hunting (*).

There is no obligation to consult the Commission on measures taken in respect of Annex V species. Nevertheless, the
Commission is monitoring the situation and remains in dialogue with Latvia.

https://eng.Ism.lv/article/society/environment/13.07.2026-wolf-and-jackal-hunting-season-starts-this-week-in-latvia.a654924/.
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The national authorities and courts are primarily responsible for ensuring compliance with the Habitats Directive and for its
implementation.



