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Pursuant to Article 3(2)(a) of the Batteries Regulation!, the waste definition laid down in
Article 3 of the Waste Framework Directive? governs at which point a used electric vehicle
battery reaches the waste status. It is the intention of the battery holder to discard the battery
that ultimately determines when a used battery becomes waste.

Therefore, a battery incorporated in a vehicle does not necessarily have to be considered
waste when the holder of the vehicle disposes of the vehicle. The used battery could be
removed from the vehicle for reuse, remanufacturing or repair before the vehicle is sent for
end-of-life treatment.

However, when an end-of-life vehicle reaches an authorised treatment facility with its battery
still incorporated, the intention of the holder of the vehicle to discard it has been manifested.
In consequence, such battery is to be considered a waste battery and requires waste treatment
operations such as preparation for reuse or preparation for remanufacturing, regardless of
whether the manufacturer’s repair instructions have been observed or not.

Article 73 of the Batteries Regulation governs the conditions to document the preparation for
reuse or preparation for repurposing of waste electric vehicle batteries. It is important to recall
that both preparation for reuse and for remanufacturing are considered second-life operations,
while the direct reuse is not. This has a bearing on determining extended producer
responsibility obligations on the economic operators carrying out these second-life operations.
In the specific case of remanufacturing, all the conditions set out in Article 3(1)(32) of the
Batteries Regulation need to be met in order for an operation on a used battery to be
considered as such.
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