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Priority question for written answer P-001945/24

to the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Kostas Papadakis (NI), Lefteris Nikolaou-Alavanos (NI)

(3 October 2024)

Subject: Dangerous escalation in the Middle East

Iran’s missile attack on Tel Aviv was an expected retaliatory move in response to Israeli brutality and marks an escalation in the  
military showdown between the two countries.

Backed by the US, NATO and the EU, Israel is continuing its genocide against Palestinians, has occupied further territory in 
Gaza and the West Bank, has invaded the independent state of Lebanon and is continuing its killing spree against political  
leaders.

The EU has organised ‘Aspides’, a dangerous military operation in the Red Sea, which the Greek Government is taking part in  
by sending a warship and hosting the operation headquarters in Larissa.

How does the EU High Representative/Vice-President view:

1. The fact that the EU military operation ‘Aspides’ provides a justification for the escalation of Israel’s savage project,  
contributes to the escalation of armed conflict in the wider Middle Eastern region and turns people in the region and 
Europeans into retaliation targets, with unpredictable consequences?

2. The call for all support to Israel to be withdrawn, for the EU’s ‘Aspides’ operation to be terminated, for the Greek frigate 
and the other ships that joined the mission to be withdrawn and for a pull-out from the war in the Middle East?

3. The fact that the EU continues to support Israel, citing its commitment to the latter’s security for the sake of stability in  
the Middle East, when this very same region is in severe turmoil precisely because of Israel’s aggression and the policy 
pursued by its Government, whose plans are supported by the EU?

Submitted: 3.10.2024

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Borrell i Fontelles on behalf of the European Commission
(29 October 2024)

The EU’s Naval Force (EUNAVFOR) Operation ASPIDES is an autonomous and purely defensive operation and is not linked 
to any actions, such as strikes on Yemeni soil, taken by national forces or other operations in the area. 

The objective of the operation is  to  protect  merchant  shipping and lives  of the seafarers  and uphold the freedom of the  
navigation granted by international treaties. 

EUNAVFOR ASPIDES is not linked to the ongoing escalation in Gaza and Lebanon but aims at contributing to maritime  
security in the Red Sea, as well as to preventing further escalation through its strictly defensive posture. 

In  this  context,  EU does not view calls  to terminate  EUNAVFOR ASPIDES or  withdraw assets  from it  as  conducive to  
achieving regional de-escalation. The EU has been consistently calling for a ceasefire in Gaza (1), and does so now with respect 
to Lebanon as well (2).

The EU remains firmly committed to a just, comprehensive and lasting peace based on the two-state solution, as reiterated by  
the European Council in its conclusions of 17 October 2024 (3). 

The EU actively supports and engages with international partners on concrete irreversible steps towards the two-state solution  
reviving a political process to this end, including through the holding of an international peace conference as soon as possible. 

1 ∙⸱ https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/gaza-statement-high-representative-adoption-un-security-council-resolution_en; 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/28/european-council-conclusions-27-june-2024/

2 ∙⸱ https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/lebanonisrael-statement-high-representative-escalation-hostilities_en;  https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/lebanon-statement-
high-representative-latest-developments_en;  https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/paris-oecd-and-un/eu-statement-%E2%80%93-lebanon-220th-executive-
board-unesco_und_en 

3 ∙⸱ https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/17/european-council-conclusions-17-october-2024/
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