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It is the duty of Cyprus authorities to verify compliance with national and EU environmental 
legislation and, after having consulted the public, to decide whether a permit for a new quarry 
can be issued. Impacts of plans and projects on the environment must be assessed in 
accordance with EU legislation on strategic environmental assessment1 and/or environmental 
impact assessment2. In case Natura 2000 sites are likely to be significantly affected, such 
projects shall be subject to an assessment of their implications for the sites and be authorised 
in accordance with Articles 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive3. In relation to existing 
quarries in Natura 2000 sites, Member States must take appropriate steps to avoid the 
deterioration of the habitats and significant disturbance of species for which the sites have 
been designated. 

The Environmental Liability Directive4 (ELD) provides a European framework requiring 
operators to remediate in kind occurrences of environmental damage which respond to the 
Directive criteria and to prevent the damage in case of imminent threat thereof. The ELD 
addresses cases of significant damage to species and sites protected under EU legislation5 as 
well as to water and land, in line with the polluter pays principle. The Regulation on nature 
restoration6 requires Member States to put in place measures which aim to ensure that key 
habitat types do not significantly deteriorate. It is for national authorities to identify, in their 
national restoration plan due by September 2026, the areas and the restoration measures to be 
implemented.

The Commission expects that the construction of marine and coastal projects is fully 
compliant with EU law and makes use of nature-based solutions.
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