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Subject: Storage of natural fertilisers

In the matter of natural fertiliser storage obligations, Directive 91/676/EEC (the Nitrates Directive) provides that livestock
operators will have a period of time to adjust the area or capacity of facilities for the storage of natural fertilisers. These
obligations present a major challenge for all farms, and especially for those with fewer than 210 livestock units (LSU). In
July 2024, the Polish Government requested that the Commission extend the deadline for adjusting the relevant areas/capacities
of facilities for the storage of natural fertilisers for farms with livestock stocking densities of up to 210 LSU to
31 December 2027.

What is the Commission’s decision in this regard?
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The Nitrates Directive (') requires farms to have sufficient storage capacity to avoid spreading livestock manure on their fields
during the sensitive winter period, where the risk of leaching and runoff to ground and surface waters is the greatest.

This requirement helps prevent pollution of ground and surface waters. It also allows for a more efficient use of livestock
manure, an organic fertiliser, by spreading it during the growing season when the plants most need it.

The storage requirement necessitates investments. Most Polish farms therefore have had a six-year transition period after the
requirement was extended to the whole country in 2018 as part of the implementation of the judgment in Case C-356/13
Commission v Poland (%).

The Commission is aware that some farms are still facing challenges in complying with the deadline and is in contact with the
competent Polish authorities on the matter.

(")  Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources,
OJ L 375, 31.12.1991, p. 1-8.
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