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to the Commission
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(21 January 2025)

Subject: Publication of the report on the investigation into TikTok under the DSA ahead of the May 2025 presidential election 
campaign in Romania

The presidential elections in Romania have been rescheduled for 4 May 2025 (first round) and 18 May 2025 (second round). 
The Commission opened formal proceedings in respect of the TikTok platform on 17 December 2024 in relation to the alleged 
violation of the Digital Services Act (DSA) during the presidential elections held in Romania on 24 November 2024.

The Commission asked TikTok to provide detailed information on the measures it has taken to prevent interference in electoral  
processes by 13 December 2024.

The Commission has confirmed that it has received replies from TikTok and has indicated that it is in the process of assessing  
these.

With the presidential election campaign in Romania soon to start, can the Commission state whether it will wrap up and present  
the conclusions of its investigation into TikTok prior to the start  of that election campaign for the upcoming presidential  
elections?

Submitted: 21.1.2025

Answer given by Executive Vice-President Virkkunen on behalf of the European Commission
(20 February 2025)

On 17 December 2024,  the  Commission  opened  formal  proceedings  against  TikTok (1),  following  the  suspicion  that  the 
provider of this very large online platform may have breached the Digital Services Act (DSA) (2) in relation to its obligation to 
properly assess and mitigate systemic risks linked to election integrity, notably in the context of the Romanian presidential  
elections of 24 November 2024.

After the formal opening of proceedings, the Commission continues to investigate the provider of TikTok’s compliance with  
the  DSA,  for  example,  by sending additional  requests  for  information,  conducting interviews  and  inspections,  or  taking  
additional monitoring actions, such as requesting access to algorithms. 

By means of a request for information, the Commission may require the provider of TikTok to provide data and documents it  
has been obliged to retain on the basis of the retention order issued by the Commission on 5 December 2024 (3).

The opening of formal proceedings empowers the Commission to take further enforcement steps, such as interim measures and 
non-compliance decisions. 

The Commission may also make any commitment offered by the provider of TikTok to ensure compliance with the DSA 
binding on such provider. 

For example,  on 5 August 2024,  the Commission had made TikTok’s  commitments to permanently withdraw TikTok Lite 
Rewards programme from the EU binding (4).

The DSA does not set any legal deadline for bringing formal proceedings to an end. The duration of an in-depth investigation  
depends on several factors, including the complexity of the case and the exercise of the rights of defence.

Moreover, the opening of formal proceedings does not prejudge any other proceedings that the Commission may decide to  
initiate under the DSA.

1 ∙⸱ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6487 
2 ∙⸱ https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R2065 
3 ∙⸱ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6243 
4 ∙⸱ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4161 
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