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The Commission does not comment on press articles.

The conduct and organisation of elections are the competence and responsibility of the 
Member States, in accordance with their constitutional and legislative rules, subject to EU law 
and their international obligations. National competent authorities and courts have the primary 
responsibility of ensuring compliance with these rules.

The rule of law, respect for fundamental rights and democracy are founding values of the EU 
as provided in Article 2 of the Treaty on the European Union (TEU). The Commission, 
together with all other EU institutions and the Member States, is responsible under the 
Treaties for upholding these values. This includes the power for the Commission, where 
relevant, to initiate the procedure referred to in Article 7 TEU.


