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to the Commission
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(31 January 2025)

Subject: Deterioration of human rights in Cambodia and consequences on the tariff preferences under the EBA scheme

In 2020, the Commission decided to withdraw part of Cambodia’s tariff preferences under the EU’s Everything but Arms  
(EBA) trade scheme, due to the deterioration of democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law in the country.

Since  then,  the  situation  has  deteriorated  further,  notably  when  it  comes  to  trade  unions,  as  illustrated  by Parliament’s 
resolution adopted on 28 November 2024 (1). It  calls for the EU to send a clear message that improving human rights and 
safeguarding civil society freedoms are preconditions for economic cooperation, trade and investment.

1. Will the Commission send without delay an observation mission to Cambodia to evaluate, on the ground, the various  
human rights abuses that have been reported by various civil society organisations?

2. In light of its findings, will the Commission assess changes to tariff preferences (under the EBA scheme) based on the  
non-cooperation of the Cambodian Government in remedying and preventing human rights violations?

3. What concrete measures is the Commission taking to exert  pressure on the Cambodian Government,  notably on the  
release of political prisoners? What concrete measures will the Commission take to increase support and provide protection for  
human rights defenders, civil society representatives and persecuted opposition members?
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Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Kallas on behalf of the European Commission
(20 March 2025)

The EU is continuously engaging with the Cambodian authorities and relevant stakeholders on the ground as well as in all  
available international fora. 

On 21 November 2023, the Commission published a Report on EU Enhanced Engagement with Cambodia (1), which contains a 
public assessment of the developments in Cambodia in the areas of concern. 

A detailed discussion took place at the 12th EU-Cambodia Joint Committee and its Subcommittees held in Brussels on 22-
25 April 2024. A substantial discussion covered inter alia civil and political, labour and women’s rights. 

Regarding the Everything But Arms trade scheme, the EU’s current focus is on implementation of the decision taken in 2020 to 
partially withdraw preferences (2). 

The EU will also continue to support human rights and democracy in Cambodia through its cooperation instruments. The EU 
Delegation and Member States continue to engage with diverse civil society actors and monitor court hearings of human rights  
defenders, politicians and activists. 

In  2024,  the EU managed eleven grants addressing a broad range of human rights issues including  inter alia freedom of 
expression, labour rights and in support of networks of civil society organisations, and support to human rights defenders. 

1 1European Parliament resolution of  28 November 2024 on the shrinking space for  civil  society in  Cambodia,  in  particular  the case of  the labour rights 
organisation CENTRAL (2024/2952(RSP)), https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2024-0053_EN.html.

2 2This question is supported by Members other than the author: Catarina Vieira (Verts/ALE), Mounir Satouri (Verts/ALE)
1 ∙⸱ https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=SWD(2023)360&lang=en
2 ∙⸱ Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/550 of 12 February 2020, OJ L127 of 22.4.2020, p.1.
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