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Priority question for written answer P-000621/25

to the Commission
Friedrich Pürner (NI)

(11 February 2025)

Subject: Follow-up questions to the question ‘EU Pact on Migration with Tunisia, Mauritania and Morocco — allegations of 
serious human rights violations’ (P-002453/2024)

In,  respectively,  the fifth and seventh paragraphs of its answer to Question P-002453/2024, (1) the Commission states the 
following: ‘[…] the contractual clauses entitle the Commission to suspend or terminate any contract if it has evidence that, or  
needs to verify whether, the beneficiary has breached any of its obligations.’ and ‘Work is ongoing in Tunisia to strengthen 
existing monitoring mechanisms and tools.’.

1. What specific criteria must be met as regards type and volume of evidence, breaches of obligations and verifications, with  
level of priority being given in each case, for the above statement to apply?

2. Why are the monitoring mechanisms and tools referred to being strengthened? What specific mechanisms, tools and  
actors are involved?

Submitted: 11.2.2025

Answer given by Ms Šuica on behalf of the European Commission
(24 March 2025)

Each contribution agreement with pillar-assessed entities (1) outlines the conditions under which the implementation of the 
contract may be fully or partially suspended, as specified in the general conditions (2). 

Before deciding on suspension, each situation must be carefully assessed based on substantiated evidence in order to guarantee  
a proportional and gradual approach. 

While suspending funds might  appear to be a prompt response to human rights’ concerns,  it  can also deprive vulnerable  
populations of essential support provided through EU funds.

Strengthening monitoring mechanisms and tools are essential to reinforce accountability and ensure human rights’ compliance; 
implementing partners play a crucial role by providing detailed context assessments, conducting risk analyses, and identifying  
mitigating measures. 

Additionally,  EU  Delegations  intensify  their  engagement  through  missions,  meetings  and  policy  dialogue  with  relevant 
stakeholders, including authorities and internal security forces. All this information serves as a basis for dialogue and guides the 
implementation of EU actions.

Moreover,  the Commission is working on enhancing internal procedures to ensure stronger implementation of the human  
rights-based approach  in  EU-funded  migration  programmes  with  partner  countries  and more  effectively following up on  
allegations of human rights violations.

1 1https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-10-2024-002453-ASW_EN.html
1 ∙⸱ Pillar Assessment is a process used by the Commission to evaluate the eligibility and suitability of partner organisations to work under indirect management.  

The purpose of such assessment is to ensure that the partner organisation’s systems, rules and procedures provide a level of protection of the EU’s financial 
interests, equivalent to the one that is provided when the Commission manages the budget directly itself.

2 ∙⸱ General  Conditions  for  Contribution  Agreements,  Articles 11  and  12,  https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/document/download/005e7241-6726-
4c5e-b822-3b51c28a8819_en?filename=contribution-agreement-annex-ii_en.pdf
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