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Priority question for written answer P-001075/25

to the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Laurent Castillo (PPE), François-Xavier Bellamy (PPE), Christophe Gomart (PPE), Céline Imart (PPE), Nadine 

Morano (PPE)
(12 March 2025)

Subject: Deadly attacks in Syria against Alawite and Christian minorities

For several  days,  deadly attacks have been taking place in  Syria against  the Alawite  and Christian minorities,  which we  
condemn. Syria’s transitional government must assume its responsibilities and provide evidence to the European Union of its  
full  commitment to prosecute and convict the perpetrators of these hate crimes. Syria must not descend into Islamism, as 
happened in Iraq and Libya when their dictatorial regimes fell, nor must it be so naive as to overlook the fact that Ahmed al-
Sharaa was an al-Qaeda and Islamic State fighter before becoming President of the Syrian Arab Republic. On 17  January 2025 
the  Commission  announced  EUR 235 million  in  humanitarian  aid  for  Syria  and  neighbouring  countries,  and  on 
24 February 2025 the Council of the European Union announced the suspension of sectoral measures, but we should be vigilant  
about any normalisation of diplomatic relations.

1. How does the EU monitor the use of the funds allocated to Syria?

2. How does the EU intend to investigate the deadly attacks committed in early March 2025 and determine the involvement 
of the new regime in those attacks?

3. How will the EU’s sanctions regime against Syria change?

Submitted: 12.3.2025

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Kallas on behalf of the European Commission
(5 May 2025)

The EU strongly condemns the deadly attacks against civilians in Syria. On 11 March 2025, the High Representative/Vice-
President issued a statement on behalf of the EU strongly condemning the horrific crimes against civilians in the coastal areas  
and calling for a swift, transparent and impartial investigation to ensure that perpetrators are brought to justice (1). 

The EU welcomed the commitments made by the transitional authorities, particularly the establishment of an independent  
investigative committee and called on the transitional authorities to allow the Independent International Commission of Inquiry  
on the Syrian Arab Republic  to investigate  all  violations.  The EU will  follow closely the outcomes of the investigations 
conducted by both national and international mechanisms. 

The EU consistently supports a peaceful and inclusive Syrian-led political transition, grounded on the respect for international 
law, human rights, fundamental freedoms, pluralism and tolerance among all components of society as well as on the values of  
rule of law and accountability. 

It urges the involved parties to protect Syrians from all ethnic and religious background without discrimination. In this context,  
it welcomes the commitments of the transitional authorities in this respect, stressing the importance of these commitments to be 
followed up with actions.

Since 2011, the EU and the Member States have mobilised nearly 37 billion EUR in response to the Syrian crisis, representing 
the largest donors of humanitarian and stabilisation assistance to Syria and the region. 

The EU’s humanitarian assistance is delivered through certified partners and based on people’s needs, humanitarian principles  
and accountability, emphasising transparency, efficiency and effectiveness. 

The EU’s non-humanitarian assistance is subjected to extensive monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, including third party 
monitoring.

On 24 February 2025, the EU suspended several restrictive measures as part of a gradual, conditional and reversible approach 
to support an inclusive political transition and economic recovery. At the same time, the Council maintained listings related to 
the Assad regime (2).

1 ∙⸱ https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/03/11/syria-statement-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-the-european-union-on-the-
recent-wave-of-violence/pdf/

2 ∙⸱ https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6227-2025-ADD-1/en/pdf 
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