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During the High-Level Economic Dialogue between the EU and Tiirkiye, the Commissioner
for Enlargement stressed that adhering to the rule of law and high democratic standards were
essential for Tiirkiye as a candidate country and expressed concerns about recent political
developments. The Commissioner for Enlargement made clear that while Tiirkiye is a key
partner of the EU and enhancing economic cooperation is a joint ambition, only a relationship
based on clear commitments to democratic values and freedoms will unfold its full potential.

The EU is carefully considering engagement with Tiirkiye and recalibrate as necessary
depending on political developments. This is in line with the November 2023 Joint
Communication', calling for a progressive, proportionate and reversible approach, which
underlines that Tiirkiye’s own constructive engagement will be instrumental in advancing the
various areas of cooperation. The Commissioner for Enlargement raised EU concerns
bilaterally and cancelled a visit to the Antalya Diplomacy Forum, planned for 11-13 April
2025. The Commissioner for Enlargement will continue to raise matters of concern related to
the rule of law, as reconfirmed in a speech at the European Parliament's Plenary on 6 May
20252,

1 https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/joint-communication-european-council-state-play-eu-turkiye-political-
economic-and-trade-relations-0_en.
2 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-10-2025-05-06-ITM-014_EN.html.
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