
(English version)
Priority question for written answer P-001968/25

to the Commission
Kris Van Dijck (ECR)

(15 May 2025)

Subject: Shortening timelines for anti-dumping proceedings

Times are tough for citric acid producer Citribel in Tienen — a major strategic player in the European economy — because of  
ongoing Chinese dumping. In spite of impressive potential for innovation plus rationalisation efforts, the situation remains  
extremely  difficult  for  that  producer.  At  Parliament’s  sitting  on  3 October 2023,  former  Trade  Commissioner  Valdis 
Dombrovskis,  replying to a question by ex-MEP Geert  Bourgeois,  stated that he would look into ways of shortening and  
simplifying timelines for anti-dumping investigations and proceedings. Given the geopolitical turbulence, that does seem to be  
necessary.

Accordingly:

1. Will  the  Commission  submit  a  proposal  in  the  near  future  for  radically  shortening  timelines  for  anti-dumping  
investigations and simplifying proceedings, in particular where there is manifest dumping on the European market?

2. How does the Commission plan to more effectively tackle the unlevel playing field and unlawful state aid in strategic  
sectors, such as citric acid production?

3. What initiatives is the Commission taking to support the last two citric acid producers in the  EU and secure the future of 
the workers involved?

Submitted: 15.5.2025

Answer given by Mr Šefčovič on behalf of the European Commission
(17 June 2025)

Before taking action against unfairly traded imports (i.e. dumped of subsidised), the Commission must first establish that these 
practices are taking place and that they are causing harm to the EU industry. This requires investigations which are complex 
and subject to a strict legal framework.

In 2018, as part of the modernisation of the trade defence instruments, the length of anti-dumping investigations was shortened 
by one month. 

Since then, provisional measures are imposed eight, and in some cases seven months after initiation. Also, in October  2024, the 
Commission decided to register imports in all ongoing new investigations to facilitate the retroactive application of measures,  
i.e. before the date of provisional measures, if the legal conditions allow (1).

As regards citric acid, there are anti-dumping measures in place on imports of the product from China ranging between 16.3%  
and 42.7% since 2008. 

These measures were most recently extended for a further five years, in April 2021, following an expiry review (2). These 
measures  reflect  the  levels  of  dumping  found  in  the  context  of  an  investigation  conducted  in  line  with  World  Trade  
Organisation and EU legislation. 

Measures in place may be reviewed on request by interested parties where there are changed circumstances of a lasting nature.  
The Commission conducts such reviews where it receives evidence from the European industry that action is warranted and  
will assist any industry in using the instruments.

1 ∙⸱ https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-register-imports-all-products-under-trade-defence-investigations-bid-fight-unfair-2024-09-24_en.
2 ∙⸱ https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32021R0607&from=EN.
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