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EU food labelling legislation! ensures a high level of transparency and protection of
consumers’ health and interests. It provides for a list of mandatory food information
particulars on the characteristics specific to a food, in particular to enable consumers to make
choices that suit their individual dietary needs and to identify the appropriate use of the food.

All food placed on the Union market must be safe and comply with the EU food-related
legislation. In that context, within the EU, only pesticides complying with EU legislation may
be used. Authorisation is granted only if a thorough risk assessment, conducted by the
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009>
and subsequently by the Member State where the pesticides are used, shows that there are no
adverse effects on human or animal health or unacceptable effects on the environment. The
Commission also sets maximum residue levels for pesticides in food? to ensure all food is safe
for consumption.

Annual reports on pesticide residues in food are published every year by EFSA covering over
100,000 samples from across the Union. Compliance rates are consistently high, with the
most recent data* showing that 98% of tested foodstuffs are within the legal limits.

Finally, as provided by EU food labelling legislation, voluntary food information such as
‘pesticide residue free’ or ‘zero pesticide residue’ statements must not mislead consumers, not
be ambiguous or confusing for them, and must be based on relevant data. National authorities
are responsible for the enforcement of these provisions, determining on a case-by-case basis
whether the terms used are likely to mislead the consumer.
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