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The Commission reminds that, as any other citizen, the former Commissioner for Justice 
mentioned in the question benefits from the presumption of innocence until proven guilty 
according to law. This is a fundamental principle enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union (Article 48) and led down in EU secondary legislation1.

1. The Commission has not been involved in any investigations regarding the charges brought 
against the former Commissioner for Justice and is not aware of any link between him and 
any Russian oligarch.

2. The Commission has no information on the arts foundation referred to by the Honourable 
Members.

3. At this stage and based on the currently available information, the Commission has no 
reason to perform any audit linked to the exercise by the former Commissioner for Justice of 
his duties as Member of the Commission.

1 Directive (EU) 2016/343 on the strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of innocence and of the 
right to be present at the trial in criminal proceedings (Article 3).


