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In its conclusions of 9 February 2023, the European Council called on the Commission and the
Council to take forward the work on relevant tools, including possible measures against transport

operators that engage in or facilitate trafficking in persons or smuggling of migrants.

It is not for the Council to answer questions concerning ongoing consultations in other institutions
or services. Moreover, the Council is not in a position to comment on a potential new EU sanctions
regime addressing migrant smuggling, human trafficking or other forms of organised crime prior to
the submission of a formal proposal by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy and the European Commission. Once the legal acts have been received by the
Council, negotiations will commence in the relevant Council preparatory bodies and at this stage,

the Council can foresee neither the outcome nor the duration of these discussions.



