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Thus far, Nicaragua has not officially communicated any change of its visa policy to the
Commission, nor the rationale behind its policy change. The Commission is currently
establishing facts in order to be able to decide on the best way forward, in coordination with
the Member States affected.

Visa reciprocity is an important element of EU visa policy. The EU visa reciprocity
mechanism! requires that third countries, whose citizens enjoy visa-free travel to the EU, such
as Nicaragua, grant reciprocal visa-free access to citizens of all Member States. In case of
non-reciprocity, the EU can take a series of steps, including temporarily suspending visa-free
travel for certain categories of nationals of that third country, as per the rules of the EU visa
reciprocity mechanism. Diplomatic contacts with the third country concerned constitute one
of the first steps envisaged in the reciprocity mechanism in order to remedy the situation.
Such contacts with Nicaragua are ongoing through the EU Delegation in Managua.

I Article 7 of Regulation 1806/2018.



