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The unconditional release of all political prisoners in Venezuela is a priority for the EU. The 
ongoing process of release of political prisoners in recent months is a necessary step towards 
the restoration of fundamental rights in Venezuela. Yet, numerous individuals, including EU 
citizens, remain deprived of their liberty for political motives in deplorable conditions. The EU 
will continue to demand their release.

The EU continues to closely monitor the human rights situation in Venezuela and consistently 
raises these issues in contacts with all Venezuelan stakeholders and international human rights 
mechanisms. The EU stresses the need to uphold human dignity, provide humane treatment and 
ensure due process for all detainees. The EU regularly joins its Member States in demanding 
that the right to consular protection of EU citizens be respected, together with calls for their 
prompt liberation. Any decision on sanctions is for the Council to take by unanimity.


