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Packaging is placed on the EU-market when it is made available for the first time on the 
market by a manufacturer or importer of packaging. When the manufacturer or importer sells 
packaging or packaged product to a distributor, this operation is in legal terms considered as 
‘placing on the market’ in line with the ‘Blue Guide’ on the implementation of EU product 
rules1. Therefore, if packaging is held in a distributor’s warehouse, it will always be ‘placed 
on the market’.

Only packaging that has not been placed on the market by 12 August 2026 must comply 
with the requirements in the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)2. Even 
packaging that has already been produced but not yet placed on the market before that date, 
must neither be destroyed, remanufactured or re-labelled. To meet the labelling requirements 
to be complied with as of the application date, which establishes that packaging must bear a 
unique identification as well as the manufacturer’s name and address, it is possible to provide 
this information by means of an accompanying document. The PPWR does not include a cut-
off date by which stocks must be sold.

These clarifications will be included in an updated frequently asked question document for the 
PPWR, which is expected to be published in due course.
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